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sacrificing his fair prospects to the folly of one evening :
nor did the evil end there, as he ultimately lost his life from
the same cause, Feeling ashamed after what had passed
of appearing amongst his former friends and acquaintances,
he left England, embarking for Bengal, where he had an
elder brother, Mr. Charles Croftes, who filled a very lucra-
tive office at Calcutta. This gentleman not only received
his unfortunate relation with the utmost affection, but
from his interest with Government procured for him an
honourable and advantageous situation in the Vizier's
Court at Lucknow, to which place Mr. Croftes repaired,
where he had resided upwards of a year greatly liked and
respected, when, unhappily, at a convivial dinner where
the whole party committed a debauch, a dispute arose
between Croftes and a Doctor Murchison ; both parties
being extremely violent, a challenge was given and accepted
for meeting with pistols. The following morning they
accordingly met each attended by a friend. So much had
they been intoxicated the preceding evening that neither
recollected a word that had passed, but merely that some
supposed offence had been given in consequence of which
the meeting was fixed on. The two seconds, who had like-
wise been of the party, were too drunk to recollect a single
circumstance or which had been the challenger.

Under such circumstances Dr. Murchison and the two
attending friends all declared their wish that nothing further
should be done, for as no known, cause of quarrel existed it
would be the height of madness to proceed. They therefore
proposed shaking hands and departing. To such a measure
Croftes objected, not. from any resentment towards Dr.
Murchison, as he exceedingly lamented any thing should
have occurred to bring them thus hostilely to the field, yet,
labouring as he did already under the unfavourable opinion
of the world for his behaviour in the Vauxhall dispute, he
could not upon that account accommodate a second busi-
ness of the same nature. The three gentlemen declared
such sentiments were too refined, that no blame could in
the slightest degree attach to the character of either, and